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hearing of the threat, refused to let Caecilian go to their council. Pocketing a heavy bribe from Lucilla, the seventy bishops proceeded to set up a second bishop at Carthage, selecting a certain Majorinus, a reader of the Church, and one who shared the affection of Lucilla with the dead ' martyr.' They then gave Majorinus the usual letters of communication with all the churches of the Roman world, and the Donatist schism was launched.1
Such is the undisputed story of the origin of
the Donatist schism.     In view of the misleading
theory of M.  de  Pressense and  other Christian
Presbyterians,   I  have   thought   it   necessary   to
describe the sordid episode at some length.    Nor
can  it  be  said  that we may trace  a  democratic
reaction in the remarkable growth of the schism.
In the course of time, as will be seen, the Donatist
ranks were swelled by thousands of fugitive slaves
and   labourers;   and   we   find   many   democratic
pleasantries, such as forcing the wealthy Catholic
to pull the chariot in which his slave was seated,
or to take the place of the miller's ass.     But this
is a purely accidental circumstance.     There was
1 It took the name of Majorin's successor, Donatus, a ranch abler                      !
and more energetic individual.                                                                                •ver cups and a quantity of vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
